Wood Fireplace Inserts

Wood fireplace inserts allow you to make your fireplace more energy efficient. By adding a wood fireplace insert you heat your entire house instead of just the room with fireplace in it, thus helping keep energy costs down.

There are two basic variations on wood fireplace inserts: inserts that fit the fireplace and inserts that poke a little bit over the hearth. The main difference is that the later wood fireplace insert radiates a bit more heat than the former, but both burn wood for fuel. The major issue with wood fireplace inserts is that they used to installed so that they blocked the chimney, which allows smoke from the insert to increase its build up creosote, which can become a fire hazard and increase pollution issues. However, a professional installation can take care of those problems. 

Another issue is whether or not your wood fireplace insert goes all the way to your chimney or not. The liner of the insert needs to go all the up the chimney to minimize are pollution. Most chimneysweeps will not service an insert that doesn’t go all the way up the chimney, as it is too difficult to clean without taking the thing and putting it back in. Also, too much of the soot falls on the insert’s plates, making cleaning it a major mess even for those who are professionals in the area.

When you do run your wood fireplace insert, be advised to use only actual wood or pressed wood logs. Although the insert will run fine either way, using both can cause condensation, which can actually increase the amount of creosote produced, as well the amount of pollution from the insert.

The EPA and various local power companies have been known to give rebates to owners of wood fireplace inserts if the owners decide to refurbish or otherwise make changes in their heating systems. This encourages the homeowner to upgrade his heating system, while at the same time cutting down on annual pollution. Also, inserts are more economical in the long run; although they cost more than fireplaces to install inserts, inserts cost less to fuel. 

It should be noted that a wood fireplace insert is considered to be a wood stove in the eyes of the law and the EPA, and should be certified by the EPA before installing it. The EPA has a number of recommendations for them geared towards reducing pollution caused by all wood-burning heaters. By encouraging homeowners and builders to follow those recommendations, the EPA hopes to reduce the amount of pollutants in the air.

By following the EPA recommendations, your wood fireplace insert can be an efficient and safe way to heat your home.

